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The USDA estimates that over 14%—
or more than 380,000 households—in 
Washington State are food-insecure.* 
Catholic Community Services and  
Catholic Housing staff and volunteers 
prepare and serve more than 1.8 million 
meals each year to hungry families  
and individuals.  

*Household Food Security in the United States in 2012 published by the USDA
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Irene Ward understands living in service to others. After college she 
served four years in the Air Force, working in communications. She began 
working at the Archdiocese of Seattle in 1979, and then started her career 
at Catholic Community Services (CCS) in 1986. From the beginning, Irene 
believed she had a personal responsibility to help others. She committed 
herself to becoming a leader and helping the organization grow and 
improve, never losing sight of the heart and center of our work—our 
poorest and most vulnerable neighbors. Through hard work and dedication, 
Irene worked her way up to the role of Executive Vice President.

Today, she is as committed as ever to our mission of compassion. As part 
of keeping connected to the wider community, Irene volunteers time outside 
the office to several other charitable organizations and to her parish. She is 
mindful that small acts of compassion are also important and participates in 
various initiatives that help support CCS programs and clients.

As Executive Vice President of the sixth largest Catholic Charities in the 
U.S., Irene knows the value of planning for the future. She has thoughtfully 
included CCS in her legacy plans, naming the agency in her will. Because of 
this, she is a member of CCS’ Legacy Giving Society. Irene believes strongly 
in the importance of having a Catholic-based organization reaching out to 
the poor and vulnerable and being a positive presence in their lives. “Giving 
to others is how we live out our Gospel call, sharing God’s love for each of us 
with those around us.”

We would love to hear your story of why you have included Catholic 
Community Services and Catholic Housing Services in your legacy plans, 
and feature your story in an upcoming newsletter. 

— Irene Ward, Executive Vice 
President of Catholic Community 
Services of Western Washington 
and Legacy Giving Group member

“ Including CCS/CHS in your 
estate plans means making a 
lasting gift to an agency that 
manages its resources wisely. 
You’re able to personally have 
a long-term impact in the 
lives of others, and help keep 
the programs and services of 
CCS/CHS sustainable. There’s 
hope and comfort in knowing 
that good things will happen 
because of your gift.”
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We are endlessly grateful for our Legacy Giving Group members 
who have already included CCS or CHS in their estate plans. We are 
constantly inspired by our members who have shared with us over 
the years the reasons they give.

n	 Members strive to find ways to live with a mission and purpose.
 Individual giving makes up 72% of all charitable giving.1

n	 Members enjoy seeing their communities change and want to be 
involved in making a tangible difference.

 58% of all donors give to nonprofits whose work impacts them or 
those they know.2 

n	 Members want their donations to directly affect individuals  
and families. 

 63% of donors desire to know how their gifts will be used.3

n	 Legacy gifts are not only tax-deductible for the full value of  
your gift, but also a way for you to be forever associated with our 
mission of compassion. 

 Please contact our Fund Development Office for more information 
at 1-800-499-5979 ext. 5707.

1.  Giving USA 2014
2.  Russ Reid 2010
3.  MacLaughlin, S. (Feb. 16, 2014). “50 Fascinating Nonprofit Statistics.”

Nourishing the Hungry

For more information, please contact us at 1-800-499-5979 ext. 5707 or development@ccsww.org.

Visit www.ccsww.org/plannedgiving to access our free planning tools and resources or simply provide 
your financial advisor with our suggested bequest language below.

“ I give, devise and bequeath to Catholic Community Services (tax ID # 91-1585652) and/or   
Catholic Housing Services (tax ID # 91-1099134) of Western Washington, a tax-exempt
organization doing business at 100 23rd Avenue South, Seattle, Washington 98144-2003, 
the sum of $______________  (or)  ______________% of my estate (or the property described herein) 
to be used for __________________________________________________________________________________________________.“

(If you wish, specify the purpose, e.g., greatest need, services to the homeless, services
to children and families, services to the elderly, or name a specific program of CCS/CHS.)

As good stewards of our resources 91¢ of every dollar spent goes directly to those in need.

Sharing Our Mission
Through the Heart of Our Members

Senior Nutrition
Program operates 
30 meal sites with
the help of volunteers 
throughout Pierce 
and King Counties, 
serving seniors
nutritious meals
certified by a
registered dietician. 

Hope House Multi-Service Center (Bellingham, Whatcom County) 
partners with local parishes to provide The Pantry, an emergency 
food supply for those in need.

The Community
Kitchen (Olympia, 
Thurston County)
serves a nutritious
breakfast, lunch and
dinner 7 days-a-week to
families and individuals
at a Salvation Army site, 
and lunch 4 days-a-week
to teenagers at the 
Community Youth Services. 

Feed the Hungry (Aberdeen, Grays Harbor 
County) serves hearty, hot meals to 
individuals and families 6 days-a-week.

Hospitality Kitchen (Tacoma, 
Pierce County) provides daily 
meals and also warm clothing, 
blankets, chaplain services, 
mental health outreach and 
other much-needed resources 
to guests.

1.8 million
meals provided

each year


