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Dear Friends in Christ,
This past year, I was humbled to hear firsthand the “cries of the poor.” I saw 

the faces and learned the names and heard the painful narratives of neighbors 
who struggle with abuse, abandonment, poverty and loneliness; neighbors 
living on the margins and in the shadows of our communities. 

In this grace-filled listening, I was reminded how Jesus Himself was 
born homeless in the shadows of Bethlehem. In a world longing for hope, 
He brought His profound gifts of salvation and tender mercy. He called us to 
embrace the poor and to struggle with them to mend and renew and move 
beyond the shadows into the fullness of light and hope. 

Each day, because of your generosity of tender mercy, our Catholic 
Charities staff and volunteers hear and heed the cries of the poor by providing 
compassionate care and tireless advocacy. In all, from every county in 
Western Washington, 111,000 individuals, each called by name, received 
desperately needed food, clothing, emergency shelter and permanent 
housing; in-home elder care; pregnancy and parenting support; foster care; 
addiction recovery; life skills training, and so much more.

I prayerfully ask that you join me in making a meaningful gift to Catholic 
Community Services’ Appeal for the Poor. Now, more than ever, your gift is a 
precious resource that will help ensure that hurting neighbors in your area can 
transition from shadow to light and from despair to hope. 

With prayerful gratitude and warmest regards during this Holy Season, I am

Sincerely in Christ,

Archbishop J. Peter Sartain

P.S. In the words of St. Teresa of Calcutta, “If you  
can’t feed a hundred people, then feed just one.”  
Think of the overwhelming impact we could have  
if we all heeded her words! 

“Do not think that love, in order 
to be genuine, has to be extraordinary… 

Be faithful in small things because it is
in them that your strength lies.”
                                                             — St. Teresa of Calcutta


