
YTP News and Events
Spring 2017

Here is the latest news from YTP! In this newsletter you will find:

• Why Tutoring Matters
• A Teacher’s Perspective
• Volunteer Corner - April is Volunteer Appreciation Month!
• Upcoming Events at YTP

Why Tutoring Matters

We have been lifted up this spring by the wonderful support we received at our annual 
Dream Big fundraising breakfast. Raising $50,000 for YTP youth sent a strong message 
that this work matters. Tutoring matters because it builds the skills that help disadvantaged 
students to achieve in school. Tutoring also matters because it helps youth find their 
strength and their voice as learners, through the ongoing supportive relationships that they 
develop with their tutors and center supervisors.

At the Dream Big breakfast, NewHolly student Thuy 
spoke passionately about how important it was to feel 
understood and encouraged. Her first tutor, Kathy, 
encouraged her early interest in marine science while 
helping her to succeed in school. During high school, 
Thuy has been assisted by center staff to apply for an 
internship at the Seattle Aquarium and apply for college 
and scholarships. These supports have been key for 
Thuy’s immigrant parents, who were not independently 
able to navigate the education landscape and provide 
the academic assistance and guidance needed to keep 
Thuy on the pathway to her dreams.

It is the amazing network of support, both financial and in volunteer hours, that makes this 
quality academic program possible. Thank you all for everything you do to continue to 
make a difference in the lives of YTP youth.

Sincerely,
Heidi, YTP Program Manager

Thuy is an intern at the Seattle Aquarium. 
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A Teacher’s Perspective

Not only does Elsa Klein teach fourth grade at Gatewood Elementary in West Seattle, 
but for the past three years she has been tutoring at High Point. She first heard about YTP 
through her husband Linden who has been a tutor at YTP since 2005. 

One of her students, Yahya*, came into her math class with very low test scores and 
confidence. Elsa encouraged the family to apply to YTP to get the 1:1 support that he 
needed and even helped his family with their application process. 

“I could literally see the difference within a few weeks after he started 
tutoring. He went from low confidence to the kid raising his hand in class.”

He is now doing much better in math and is just below grade level, a huge improvement. 
Elsa is really glad that he could get into tutoring. She has been encouraging her friends to 
join her to commit one hour a week to tutoring so that more youth can be served.

“I feel strongly about empowering and mentoring the young people in our 
community because they hold such a potential for future positive change, 

both for themselves and for our community.” 

YTP would like to congratulate Elsa for completing her Masters in Teaching at Seattle 
University which included a practicum at YTP’s Summer Learning Program at Yesler 
Terrace. 

*name changed for confidentiality

Elsa is a 4th grade teacher and a YTP tutor.  
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Volunteer Corner

April is Volunteer Appreciation Month!
Volunteer Appreciation Week has been a tradition since President Nixon established it 
in 1974. Here at YTP, we honor tutors at each tutoring center with recognition events that 
acknowledge the hard work of every volunteer with cards and treats. 

Tutoring Tips
If you have missed or want to revisit any past tutoring tip they can be found on our website 
at www.ccsww.org/ytp under “YTP News.”

Did you know?
That there are over 200 students on waitlists to get into tutoring? You can help by 
encouraging your family, friends, neighbors and colleagues to volunteer an hour each 
week. Our upcoming new volunteer orientations are:

• Thursday, April 6
• Wednesday, April 12
• Thursday, April 20
• Thursday, April 27
• Tuesday, May 
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Upcoming Events at YTP

• Upcoming Events at YTP
• April - Volunteer Appreciation Month
• May 10th - GiveBIG
• May 26th - Ramadan starts
• May 29th- Memorial Day (no tutoring)
• June 8th - Last day of tutoring
• June 12th - 15th - Center parties and Drop-In tutoring
• June 23rd  - Last day of School
• June 25th - Eid (Ramadan ends)
• July 10th - August 17th - Summer School
• Summer - Back to School Supply Drive

Thank you for making Dream Big a success!

Contact us:
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