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A Legacy of Service
For the past 30 years, Catherine LaCugna has been making 20 sandwiches a week 

for a local homeless shelter and dropping them off at her parish, a tradition she inherited 
from her own parents that has now become a centerpiece of her faith. Total, that’s 31,200 
sandwiches! Now 92 years young, Catherine is planning for the future and thinking 
about what’s important to her. With the help of her family, she has decided to leave a 
legacy gift that will reflect both her faith and her dedication to the poor and homeless  
by supporting her parish and the shelter she’s so lovingly served at for over 3 decades.

1. VOLUNTEER
Become one of the 12,000+ CCS volunteers tutoring, serving 
meals and helping seniors— over 111,000 people each year
ccsww.org/volunteer or 1- 800-499-5979 ext. 5707

2. LEARN MORE, HEAR MORE
Connect on Facebook or join our email list to hear more
of the stories of those we serve and how you can help
ccsww.org/volunteer or 1- 800-499-5979 ext. 5707

3. ADVOCATE
Be a champion for the poor by talking with your friends and 
legislators about the need
ccsww.org/advocacy or 206-328-5701

4. BECOME A MEMBER
Support and grow our programs by becoming a Leadership
Giving Society Member via the Archbishop’s Circle of Hope   
or the Good Samaritan Society
ccsww.org/donate_leadershipgivingsocieties 
or 1- 800-499-5979 ext. 5707

THE NEED AND YOU
4 Ways to Get Involved Serving Our Area’s Most Needy

Every day, 12,000+ CCS/CHS volunteers perform 
small acts of kindness through individual and group 
service projects coordinated throughout Western 
Washington. Making sandwiches, doing yardwork, 
and helping with errands and chores are common 
ways our partners serve in their communities. 

“I like that the whole family can come out
together for volunteer projects like this!” 
— Community volunteer for Volunteer Services

Fr. John Whitney and 
Catherine LaCugna
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On September 4, 2016, Mother Teresa was canonized a Saint after a life marked by her dedication to the 
poorest of the poor. Her legacy lives on through the work of thousands of volunteers, in over 130 countries 
— as part of the Missionaries of Charity, a religious congregation she founded in 1950.

Through her own “dark night”, and time of feeling
lonely and often far from God herself, St. Teresa was
moved to serve and love the poor.

1 http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/mother-teresa-vintage-photos_us_57c727b0e4b0a22de093b8ad
2 https://thejesuitpost.org/2016/09/a-saint-for-the-broken/
3 http://time.com/4478287/mother-teresa-saint-quotes/

Born as Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu on August 26, 1910 
in Skopje, Macedonia, to a devout Catholic family of 
Albanian descent, Mother Teresa was called to the 
Order at the young age of 12. She joined the Sisters of 
Loreto congregation in Ireland at age 18, taking the name 
Sister Mary Teresa. She went on to become a teacher and 
principal at a girls’ school in Calcutta and in 1937, took her 
final vows and adopted the title “Mother” Teresa.1

Her life’s work has been recognized and honored— 
including being awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979. 

Through it all St. Teresa struggled with loneliness and 
feeling far from God. Friends describe her carrying out 
her mission daily “on an empty tank.”2  But to the world, 

and those she served, these dark, internal struggles 
went unseen.

It’s here that we find the true beauty in St. Teresa’s 
legacy: through her pain, through her “dark night,” 
she was still able to love and serve the poorest of the 
poor. Her dedication to her mission, and solidarity 
with the unwanted and unloved, enabled her to feed 
the hungry, spend time with the dying, and love the 
orphans—a mission that continues even after she’s 
gone. In her own words: “If I ever become a Saint— 
I will surely be one of ‘darkness.’ I will continually be 
absent from Heaven–to light the light of those in 
darkness on earth.” 3

For more information, please visit: www.ccsww.org/donate_leadershipgivingsocieties.

Archbishop’s Circle of Hope members 
give an annual gift of $5,000 or more to help sustain 
the programs and services offered by CCS/CHS.

When you make a leadership gift, you partner 
with others in the Archbishop’s Circle of Hope and 
extend the impact and reach of your support.

Provide your financial advisor with the suggested bequest language: 
“ I give, devise and bequeath to Catholic Community Services (tax ID # 91-1585652) and/or Archdiocesan 
Housing Authority dba Catholic Housing Services (tax ID # 91-1099134) of Western Washington, a 
tax-exempt organization doing business at 100 23rd Avenue South, Seattle, Washington 98144-2302, 
the sum of $____________________________________________  (or) ____________________________________________  % of my estate (or the property described
herein).” If you wish, you may specify the purpose or name a specific program of CCS/CHS. 

As good stewards of our resources, we are pleased 
to report that 92¢ of every dollar spent goes directly  
to those in need. 

Members of the Archbishop’s Circle of Hope can 
choose a giving level that best fits their plans:

Visionary $25,000 and above

Advocate $15,000 - $24,999

Steward $10,000 - $14,999

Samaritan $5,000 - $9,999

Good Samaritan Society members 
include CCS/CHS in their will, trust, life insurance 
or retirement funds. Please consider joining other 
Good Samaritan Society members to create a 
long-reaching legacy of compassionate care for 
the poorest and most vulnerable among us.

Leaving a bequest to CCS/CHS can be as 
simple as adding a provision to your will or living 
trust. It’s also flexible, giving you many options in 
the types of gift you can make. 

Thank You
to all of those who are already members of 
our Archbishop’s Circle of Hope and Good 
Samaritan Society. We’re grateful to have 
your support and appreciate your investment 
in the future of our agency and those we 
serve. If you aren’t already a member, or you 
know someone who might be interested, 
below is more information on our giving 
societies and how you can join.

Catholic Community Services  |  www.ccsww.org  |  1-800-499-5979 ext. 5707

1-855-880-4483
 www.ccsww.org

Catholic Community Services
Catholic Housing Services

o f  W e s t e r n  Wa s h i n g t o n

Help Your Neighbors in Need
Free Pickup + Paperwork

— St. Teresa of Calcutta

Cemetery plots available
for purchase. 

Please call 206-328-5644
for more information.
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