
Frequently Asked Questions about Grays Harbor Youth Center 

What do you do?  The Grays Harbor Youth Center is a licensed emergency youth shelter located 
at 111 E. 4th Street in Aberdeen.  We can house up to 6 youth overnight, and provide breakfast, 
snacks, sack lunches and dinner to youth.  In addition, we provide case management/ 
information and referral assistance to youth (if there is a need a youth has…clothing, school 
enrollment, homework assistance, food, counseling, drug/alcohol treatment, employment…we 
can get them connected). 
 
Who can the shelter serve?  Any youth age 13-17 that is not in foster care can receive 
overnight services (they can receive day services).  Youth with a run report will be released to 
law enforcement; however, local law enforcement is usually willing to allow us to keep youth 
with run reports IF parents are contacted and the parents approve the youth staying. 
 
What is required for a referral?  We can be contacted 24/7 at 360-589-3259 on our hotline or 
stop by the shelter. There are no special requirements. Our intake process is simple.  
  
What happens when a youth arrives?  We show youth around the shelter and offer them a 
snack. After the brief intake, we review shelter rules (which are very simple). Next, we contact 
the parents to notify them of the youth’s whereabouts. Within 6 hours of the youth’s arrival, 
we are required to check for run reports/outstanding warrants. No reporting to DSHS/DCFS/CPS 
is required unless there is evidence of abuse or neglect. 
 
What do youth do during the day?  It is a requirement for youth to be enrolled in school unless 
they already have their GED. If a youth has their GED, we set weekly plans for them. We do 
everything we can to get youth stabilized and connect them to services.   
 
How long can a youth stay?  A youth can stay up to 90 days, unless showing improvement; it is 
possible to extend the time. Once a youth turns 18 they can no longer receive services. Our goal 
is family reunification whenever possible (we work closely with Family Behavioral Health). 
 
What is the cost?  It is no cost. We are currently funded by the County along with several other 
grants.  
 
Why would I make a referral?  While there are many reasons a youth may need a place to stay 
temporarily, one of our goals is to serve as a tool of family reconciliation. In circumstances 
where parents and youth need a cooling off period or time away from one another to gain 
perspective, the Youth Center can provide overnight accommodations without having to 
escalate to temporary foster care or other out-of-home placements.   
 
What if parents are worried?  We work closely with parents, especially those using the shelter 
as a form of respite. Though we are non-custodial (youth are free to walk out any time), we are 
willing to contact parents should a youth leave during the night or fail to arrive. Staff is present 
(and awake) at all times. 



 
What is the Center like?  The center consists of dormitory style accommodations with three 
bedrooms, 2 restrooms, a shower room/laundry room, kitchen and a community room. The 
community room has a 42 inch plasma television with over 300 channels, as well as a pool 
table. Better yet, call 360-589-3259 and we can arrange a tour.  
 
What about transportation?  Our goal is to teach youth life skills. Generally, youth are offered 
bus tokens. Only the Program Supervisor is able to assist with transportation with 
arrangements made in advance (for Dr’s appointments, school, team meetings, etc.) 
 
How can I get more information?  Contact our Program Supervisor, Stacey at 
StaceyJ@ccsww.org or our 24 hour hotline 360-589-3259. 
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