
GREETINGS FROM DREXEL! 
 

Can you believe that a few weeks ago we cele-
brated Drexel House’s 8th Anniversary!?  Has it 
been that long since we opened?  It’s incredible 
to think about all the men and women that have 
found a warm place to call home these last 
eight years.  To all of you incredible volunteers 
and supporters who have been a part of us 
these last eight years, THANK YOU!  And to 
those of you who are just beginning your in-
volvement with us, WELCOME ABOARD! 
 

We have been busy this last 6 months... 
Not only have we been a part of seeing many 
men and women find a fresh start in our com-
munity, the development team at Catholic Com-
munity Services has been busy laying the 
groundwork for our next venture; 50 more units 
of housing primarily for homeless Veterans.  
Though we are still in the planning stages, we 
hope to break ground by the end of 2015.  

We will keep you posted as the project pro-
gresses.  What a wonderful opportunity this will 
be to provide more safe and affordable housing 
for the Thurston County community.  We   
couldn't be more excited! 
 

Another development at Drexel House as of late 
has been the addition of a Facebook page.  
Connecting with us on Facebook or requesting 
these newsletters electronically (by emailing us 
at drexelhouse@ccsww.org) is an excellent way 
to keep up-to-date on the happenings in our 
community and help us continue to keep our 
printing costs low.   
 

Please search for us on Facebook or sign up for 
an electronic version of our newsletter.  I hope 
you will connect with us soon! 
 
All the best, 
 

 
 Bary Hanson 

 Program Manager  

INDIVIDUALS SERVED  
(IN SHELTER AND HOUSING) 

140 

84% 

38% 

MOVED TO PERMANENT HOUSING 
(DIRECTLY FROM DREXEL HOUSE) 

39% 

95% 

INDIVIDUALS TURNED AWAY IN PERSON 
(NO ROOM IN SHELTER OR HOUSING) 

810 15,000 
INDIVIDUALS TURNED AWAY BY PHONE 

(FROM PEOPLE IN NEED OF HOUSING OR SHETLER) 

2014: Our Year in Review 
VETERANS 

INCREASED THEIR INCOME 

D E S P I T E  O U R  S U C C E S S E S ,  W E  S T I L L  T U R N  AW AY  M AN Y  I N  N E E D  

110 
ENRICHMENT 

CLASSES 
OFFERED 

1170 
HOURS  

COMPLETED BY  
150  

VOLUNTEERS 

DISABLED 

WINTER/ SPRING  2015 



A Day in the Life Through A New Lens 

Trending at Drexel: Knights of Columbus  

To get involved or learn more, visit 
www.kofc 643 .org 

A F EW  W ORDS FR O M ON E OF  O UR  R ESID ENT S    

Hello everyone, my name is Anne 

Sunrise.  If you have visited Drexel 
House then you have probably met 
me.  When asked if anyone wanted 
to share anything for the upcoming 
newsletter I jumped at the chance. I 
don’t have the most exciting story, 
but I wanted to share anyway. 
 

I came from a troubled past you could say; I 
spent years in hospitals and mental wards. 
Even though many told me I couldn’t live on my 
own, I knew that if I had support I could do it, 
and I am! I’m not sure where I would be without 
this place. Did you know that I’ve lived here for 
over 6 years?  That’s the longest I have lived 
anywhere in my entire life. This is the perfect 
spot for a retired nurse like me; close to all the 
bus stops, only two blocks from where I         
volunteer each day, and with a mocha stand 
less than a block away.  Amazing! 
 

Bless you for supporting all of us here at Drexel. 
You give us the chance that most won’t or can’t. 

“I am starting to look at life a 

little differently” says one of 
the residents participating in 
Drexel’s new photography 
club, “and now I’m able to 
capture my new outlook on 
life with this camera.” 

Organized by 
Drexel House staff member 
Jules, this club gathers donated 
cameras and plans sight seeing 
& picture taking trips all over the 
south sound; from parks, farms 
and local trails to waterfalls, they 
go where inspiration leads.   
 

To date their pictures have been shown at Arts 
Walk, a local festival in Olympia, as well as fea-
tured at Drexel House’s last Benefit Dinner rais-
ing over $1,000, but the biggest benefit by far 
has been seeing residents take on new pur-
pose; seeing the beauty in nature and in them-
selves.  Describes one resident, “this is what life 
is all about!” - we couldn’t agree more. 

“I tell my boss straight up, 

please don’t schedule me 
on these certain days, the 
knights are coming, the 
knights are coming,” laughs 
a Drexel resident.  The 

Knights of Columbus Council 1643 has been 
serving bi-monthly meals at Drexel for 3 years.   
 

“We were impressed 
with the overall Drexel 
approach”, says one of 
the Knights, “the idea 
of providing a range of opportunities for safe  
housing to our brothers and sisters in Olympia, 
while ensuring dignity for all its residents is very 
consistent with our fundamental principles.”   

Drexel House is just one of the area 
communities that KOC provides such 
services to.  “We know we aren’t the 
only program they help this way” says 
another resident, “and we want them to 
know how much we appreciate them 
coming down here to be with us.”   
 

It seems the feeling is mutual.  “I would suggest 
that you let friends know about the great experi-
ences you will sure have working with Drexel” 
says another KOC member, “and if you want to 
join us… there’s always room for one more set 
of hands.”   

 

A L OO K AT  DR EX EL ’S  P O PU L AR N EW  CL U B    
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Volunteer Spotlight: The Cookie Lady 
“I have a strong concern for 

people who don’t have a place 
to call home, and I think its 
good for folks to know that 
there are others who care 
enough to take some time to 
make a nice gesture on a    
regular basis” remarks Terri 
Herinckx a Drexel volunteer 
affectionately known as “the cookie lady”.      
Terri shows up weekly without fail to bake  
cookies for all the residents.   
 

Says a Drexel House resident, “It’s unbelieva-
ble, to be honest.  I’ve lived here for almost 3 
years and she’s been here that long at least, 
wow! What do you say to someone who gives 
so much time and love… thank you I guess, but 
it doesn’t seem like enough.”  But Terri sees it a      
different way. 
 

“If I felt I was doing something of benefit, I hope 
I would keep coming here even if I didn’t per-
sonally  get something out of it… but the truth is 
the guys are so OVER THE TOP appreciative  

and I get a real boost from my time with them.  I 
get to hear such a variety of stories and fun but 
practical information… hearing everything from 
what it was like to be a Hurricane Katrina      
survivor to how to make the best alfredo sauce!”   
 

“I promise you, my cookies are not that good, 
but they always tell me otherwise” says Terri, 
but residents disagree.  
“Every Tuesday even-
ing there is a buzz 
around the building be-
cause folks know they 
are going to get great 
conversation and great 
snacks” says one resi-
dent, “but I know she 
shows up to be a part of our community just as 
much as to make us cookies.”   
 

On that, we can all agree.  Says Terri, “Drexel 
House is a community you can feel very good 
about being affiliated with.  From what I’ve ob-
served, they do excellent work.”   
You too, Terri!! 

Get Involved in the Drexel Community 
Want to help 
plan our next 

Annual Benefit 
Dinner? 

Join our  
FUNDRAISING  
COMMITTEE  

To learn more or donate, visit 

WWW.CCSWW.ORG/DREXELHOUSE 

 

OR 

 

Search for us on Facebook 

Want to start a 
club or group at 
Drexel House? 

Become a  
VOLUNTEER  

Want to help 
make Welcome 
Baskets for new 

residents? 

Watch for the 
next BASKET 
BASH event  
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WINTER/ SPRING  2015 

6th Annual 

Drexel House 

Benefit Dinner 

W E D N E S D AY ,  N O V E M B ER  1 1 ,  2 0 1 5  

5 : 3 0  PM  

 

 M OR E I NFO  CO MI N G  


