
YTP News and Events
Spring 2019

Here is the latest news from YTP! 

In this newsletter you will hear about Dream Big from the YTP Program Manager, 
learn about tutor trainings, and see upcoming YTP events.

From the Program Manager: The Importance of Relationships

Dear Friends and Supporters, 

Many thanks to those of you who 
attended or supported YTP through 
our annual Dream Big fundraising 
breakfast on March 8th! It was a 
wonderful opportunity to celebrate 
our hardworking students and 
tutors, and the partnerships they 
forge towards student success. I 
was particularly moved this year 
by Rutha Nuguse’s (picture above, 
far right) story. She talked about 
her family emigrating from Eritrea, 
and her parents’ desire to provide 
consistent academic support for their six children. Rutha attended YTP at NewHolly 
for 12 years, during which she built strong relationships with her tutors, including 
long-time tutor Gary Nichols (pictured above, far left) who helped her develop a love 
for mathematics. Her tutors challenged her, while also helping her build confidence in 
her own abilities. Rutha was also inspired by tutors who were role models for a broad 
variety of career options. She loved asking them about their professions and how 
they got there. Rutha is now a software engineer at Microsoft! Rutha expressed her 
deep gratitude to all the amazing volunteer tutors at YTP, and I echo her sentiment.

Sincerely,
Heidi Neff, YTP Program Manager
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Jesuit Volunteer Corps Northwest

Did you know YTP has partnered 
with Jesuit Volunteer Corps 
Northwest for the past two years 
to bring a JV/AmeriCorps member 
to serve at YTP for a year? Jesuit 
Volunteer Corps Northwest 
responds to local community needs 
in the Pacific Northwest by placing 
volunteers as AmeriCorps members 
who provide value-centered 
service grounded in the Jesuit 
Catholic tradition. While serving at 
nonprofits from homeless shelters and immigration law firms to tutoring programs 
like ours, Jesuit Volunteers (JVs) also live in intentional community together as a way 
to walk through their year of service with people going through similar experiences. 

Our first JV, Alaina Boyle, became the Rainier Vista Center Supervisor after 
completing her year of service. Our current JV, Bridget Mullen (pictured above), is 
the Center Assistant at NewHolly and the Volunteer Recruitment Specialist on our 
volunteer services team. Bridget chose to serve with JVC Northwest because she 
appreciated the program’s emphasis on social and ecological justice. Having studied 
history and secondary education in college, Bridget was looking for a way to work 
with students outside of the classroom before becoming a high school teacher, and 
resonated with JVC Northwest’s values.

As a JV, Bridget appreciates being able to reflect on her day with her community 
mates once they all arrive home from their days at service. She enjoys working with 
YTP students one-to-one, as well as getting to know them and watching them grow. 
She has learned to appreciate simple living, a value of JVC Northwest, which has 
allowed her to truly focus on building relationships with others. Bridget is grateful for 
the community she became a part both at YTP and JVC Northwest and will carry the 
connections she has made this year into the next chapter of her life.  

YTP is excited to continue our partnership with JVC Northwest, as we are expecting a 
new JV in August of 2019.
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Tutor Training Recap

Based on your feedback, we created a YTP specific tutor training. It focused on social 
emotional learning and relationship building while also providing table topics on 
math, writing, and reading. Over 50 tutors attended training sessions at NewHolly, 
High Point, and Rainier Vista. We hope you found the training helpful and enjoyed 
the opportunity to connect with other volunteers. If you have any feedback, feel free 
to respond to this email with more details.

If you were unable to attend a YTP tutor training, there’s one more on April 26th at 
the Jackson Park center. To RSVP, email the Jackson Park Center Supervisor Aya Zouhri 
at AyaZ@ccsww.org.

If you are interested in more resources, you can check out YTP’s Tutor Handbook. 
You can also attend Seattle Tutoring Coalition’s training on advanced behavior 
management strategies coming up on April 23rd. Former YTP Center Supervisor 
Reeba Miller will discuss how tutors can support students in positive behavior 
management. Click on this link to learn more and register.
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Our Yesler Terrace Center Supervisor Terrin Day with tutors at the High Point tutor 
training.

ayaz@ccsww.org
http://seattletutoringcoalition.squarespace.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/managing-spring-fever-advanced-behavior-management-tickets-58390953915


April 2019, Page 4 

Thank you for making Dream Big a success!

GiveBIG

Looking for another way to support the program?
YTP will be participating in the 501 Commons’ 
GiveBIG event on May 8th. With your support, we 
can reach our goal of $2,000 and support 
educational equity for students of color.

BE BOLD.
DREAM BIG.
BE BOLD.
DREAM BIG.
THANK YOU! Together we 
raised over $50,000!



Upcoming Events at YTP

• April - Volunteer Appreciation Month
• April 23rd - Seattle Tutoring Coalition Training: Advanced Behavior        

Management
• April 26th - YTP Tutor Training Night at Jackson Park
• May 5th - Ramadan starts*
• May 27th - Memorial Day (no tutoring)
• June 4th - Eid (Ramadan ends)
• June 6th - Last day of regular tutoring
• June 10th to June 20th - Center parties and drop-in tutoring
• June 27th - Last Day of School
• July 9th to August 17th - Summer Learning Program
• July to September - Summer Back to School Supply Drive

Contact us:
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*Some older YTP students will be fasting in observance of Ramadan. Ask your  
 Center Supervisor how best to support those students.


