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Dear Friends in Christ,
Since my arrival as your new Archbishop, I have had the 

opportunity to visit many parishes, schools and ministries.  Most 
humbling was time spent touring homeless shelters and learning 
the breadth of our charitable outreach through Catholic Community 
Services and Catholic Housing Services (CCS/CHS).  I saw firsthand our 
Church’s significant role in helping resolve intractable issues of hunger, 
homelessness, hopelessness and addiction.  This inspiring witness 
deeply touched my heart and reminded me that Christ has called all of 
us to be hands of hope for the poor. 

In this special season of giving, I ask that you join me in making 
a meaningful gift to the Appeal for the Poor.  The funds raised from 
this appeal are the most precious dollars the agency receives because 
they help to supplement vital programs that may be underfunded.  
These programs include supportive housing services, pregnancy 
and parenting care, new and innovative parish partnerships, and 
essential food and shelter, among others.  These dollars provide real 
impact for thousands of men, women and children in need in Western 
Washington.  

As we celebrate this Holy Season of Jesus’  birth, we are reminded 
that He came to show us how to live and how to love and how to 
embrace the poor with “hands of hope.”  Your generosity of treasure to 
the Appeal as well as your prayers will help ensure that our Church’s 
ministries to the poor and marginalized continue to thrive and flourish.

With my sincere gratitude and warmest wish 
that you and yours and all those we serve receive 
Jesus’  boundless love, light and grace at Christmas 
and in the New Year, I remain,

In the Heart of Christ, 

Most Reverend Paul D. Etienne, DD, STL
Archbishop of Seattle

“Blessed are the open hands 
that embrace the poor…

they are hands that bring hope.”
                                                               Pope Francis
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